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EARLY CHURCH OF GOD SONG EVANGELIST

Charles Boyer was born in ed for the sick, and served as a
Clarion County, Pennsylvania “music minister” with Church
in 1878. He grew up in the of God evangelists, beginning Charles Boyer, ¢.1915
Evangelical Church, but in his his ministry about the turn of Tl -
late teens accepted the Church the twentieth century. them to the Historical Society.
of God message. He was bap- A few months ago, his grand- We hgve reproduced part of a
tized by H.M. Riggle. He sold niece, Edie Brewer, gathered up memoir below. It speaks of the
Gospel Trumpet literature, pray- photos and memoirs and sent conversion of J.T. Wilson.

While there
a lady that knew of me came in and said," Mre Boyer there is a lady in the kitchen that
believes as you do. I said I would be pleased to meet her. The lady that came in was Mrs.
JeTeWilson she had got saved and her husband had sent her back to Rocky Grove to her folk's|
to get her away from them saintse. Mre Wilson was the Principal of the schodd at Emef;;n,ﬁa.
She told me of the opposition she was meeting with,not only from her husband but also her
Fathere.He was an Elder in the Prespyterian Churche I said that the best way Frkew to help
her would be to loan her books,I would leave them at my brother'® who lived only a few WS
blocks away and she could get them. But I decided to visit the Kiskeden family,on the
second or third time 1 called; Mr Kislkaden met me on the porch and did'nt intend %o let
me entere We talked for awhile and I explained that I had'nt accepted this Church of God
doctrine hastely, of the books I had read and ete. Then he said "Mre Boyer Llena is ill
and won't take any medicine,if you think you can be of any help to her why step in.
I went in and we had prayer and Lena said she was healed. I continued to visit the Kiskader
and later the Mother and one daughter was saved,and some years later another daughter and
son was saved. Mr Wilson econtinued to persecute Mrs. Wilson beat her up at times,holdﬁgr

mouth shut if she went to pray audibly. But Mrs Wilson stood firm « Finally Mre Wilson goi

saved and went to the Gospel Trumpet Coe He is the man that started the Bible School whiael

is now called the Anderson College

See Boyer photos, Page 2
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GEORGE BOYER PHOTOGRAPHS
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This newsletter is pubhshed three
a year: Fall; Winter; and
Spring. It is published by the SO-
ciety on behalf of its members.
Prmted mzAnderson Indlana

AIE correspondence should bei
addressed to: Hlstorlcal Somety:
of the Church of God, P.O. Box
702, Anderson, Indiana 460155{*
Ema1[ should be sent to Merle D
Strege, Society President,
strege@anderson edu.

Church of God sttorzan is man—
aged by the Executive Committee
of the Society. Merle D. Strege,
President, Dale E. Stultz, Vice-
President, and Sadie B. Evans,
Secretary-Treasurer. ‘Others serve
on the Committee as
the President.

TheHistOrical SOciety

The Hlstoncal Society of the
| Church of God (Anderson) exists
to encourage the collection and
preservation of artifacts and
documents relating to the history
of the Church of God; to encour-
age historical research and the
writing of Church of God hlstory,
and to provide a forum for like-
minded people interested in par-
ticipating in and furthering the
study of Church of God hlstory

Left: J. Grant
Anderson; right,
George Boyer

Membershlp 1s open to all who
are vitally interested in what the
Society desires to accomplish.
Membership dues are $15 per
year ($10 for students.) Checks
should be made out to Historical
Society of the Church of God and
sent to Box 702, Anderson IN
46015. .




JOSEPH TURNER WILSON:
A LARGELY-FORGOTTEN

‘SHAKER AND MOVER’

The older I become the more
convinced [ am that many of the
fundamental ideas about history [
started out with over fifty-five
years ago are wrong. In nearly a
decade of intensive work with
Church of God ‘history,” [ have
learned that history is not what
may actually have happened,
but what someone or some
group chose to make of it for
some unstated ideological or
political purpose.

History is thus the interpre-
tation of events or—to make
matters even more difficult—
what someone else has writ-
ten about those events. And
interpretation always takes
place from where we sit, not
from within the contexts in
which those events are said to
have occurred. What this
means, I think, is that the in-
terpretation of an event is sel-
dom obvious or ‘given.’

[t is a consensus among cog-
nitive psychologists that wit-
nesses of an event do not nec-
essarily all see the same
thing. ‘I was there’ does not
by any means guarantee that
a witness saw either com-
pletely or accurately what may
have occurred. Or heard fully
and correctly what was said. Or
remembered accurately what
they may actually have heard
correctly in the first place.

Interpretation is full of quite
major pitfalls—especially in in-
terpreting the words and writings
of others. This is why we histori-
cal researchers have so much
difficulty in discovering what

was said by whom under what
circumstances. Or how it should
then be understood.

But not only is remembering
(‘reconstruction’ is, of course,
the correct word) a problem for
historical researchers such as
we are, an equally frustrating

problem is the failure to remem-
ber, that is, forgetting. And here
[ am not referring to the normal
failures of human memory. [ am
talking about the kind of failure
to remember that is ideologi-
cally, politically, or personally
motivated for whatever reason.
And my ‘case in point’ is the
life and work of Joseph Turner
Wilson in the Church of God in
the first half of the 20th century.
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We have been surprised in our
recent research to find that very
little has been written about him
(other than the typical generali-
ties)—and even less known
about him, particularly in this
generation.

Who gets written out of our
history always raises ‘red flags’
for me. I want to know why.
And, above all, I want to know
if, in fact, it was justified on
legitimate historical grounds
(which it often is). Ignoring
people because you don’t agree
with them or like them, or be-
cause they were a pain in the
behind of the body politic, or
because they were too challeng-
ing and uncontrollable probably
should not count as justifiable
historical reasons.

Everything we’ve been able
to discover Wilson suggests that
he irked and offended a good
many people, not just because
he got things done where others
failed, but because of his man-
ner in doing them. If he felt
something needed doing and
others were in the way, he sim-
ply brushed them aside and did
it anyway.

He was certainly not lacking
in self-confidence. He was
well-educated for his time and
place. He had attended Slippery
Rock Normal College and then
Grove City College in Pennsyl-
vania and taught public school.
In 1907, he and his wife, Lena,
moved to Anderson to work as
volunteers at the Gospel Trum-
pet Company, leaving after a
year to work for the Standard
Oil Company in Kansas and
engage in evangelistic work for
the next five years or so.

In 1914, he returned to the
Trumpet Company to serve as
‘Office Editor’ of the Gospel

Trumpet for almost a year, then
(Continued on Page 7)
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Warner Memorial University, Eastland, Texas - 1929-1932

In 1924, the Board of Church
Extension and Home Missions
sent J.T. Wilson to Texas to
start a congregation in Dallas.
Those who knew Wilson knew
him as an enthusiastic (some-
times heedless) promoter of
those things in which he deeply
believed—and he believed in
the Church of God and its mes-
sage. He was a ‘doer.’

But he was an educator at
heart. Texas didn’t change that.
[n his private papers (now lo-
cated in Church of God Ar-
chives), he asserts that the
Church of God, in spite of ap-
pearances to the contrary, really

did believe in education, just
not in ministerial education—

something in which he did be- ¢

lieve, otherwise the Spiritual
Workers’ Training School cum
Anderson Bible Training
School might never have come
into existence. He knew the
General Ministerial Assembly
would never approve of such a
school, so bypassed them alto-
gether, something for which he
was bitterly criticized and there-
after held at arm’s length.

His dream was a liberal arts
college, but that was not about
to happen in Anderson. He
knew this, so moved on.

In 1927, he found a receptive
audience for his vision of a lib-
eral arts school: the ministers of
the Church of God in Texas.
They not only approved the
idea, but appointed Wilson to
promote it. A bit later the Texas
Assembly joined with the As-
semblies in Louisiana and Okla-
homa. It was decided to estab-
lish the school in Eastland,
Texas, where the ‘city fathers’
had made a gift of about sixty
acres (54, it turned out) for the
proposed ‘university.” (For fur-
ther details see Barry Callen, En-
riching Mind and Spirit, 2007,
pages 181-191.)



Wilson was able to
borrow the money he
needed to build the
school (even talking
the Board of Church
extension out of fif-
teen thousand dol-
lars). Then the Great
Depression hit, fol-
lowing the stock
mar-ket crash in
1929. No money was
to be found any-
where. Faculty could
not be paid; students
often had very little
to eat; and operating
expen-ses dried up.
[In 1932 the school
simply had to be
closed.

J.T. Wilson was a
dreamer of dreams

o
: M,
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and this one was a

great one. But both the timing
and the location were wrong. To
be sure, no one could have pre-
dicted the Depression. Wilson

that. But the choice of location
was another matter. It was a
‘has-been’ oil town and going
downhill. And it was not cen-
trally located (Moundsville
again?). Even so, WMU might
have survived had the depres-
sion not hit with such force.

Some faculty at WMU went
on from there to become noted
educators in the Church of God:
Carl Kardatzke; Paul Breit-
weiser; and Irene Smith Cald-
well. And some students later
held prominent positions in the
Church—such as Lester Crose,
and his younger brother Ken-
neth (who attended the Prepa-
tory Department there).

Only one student ever gradu-
ated from the University: Ms.
Lucille Kardatzke. (She is pic-
tured bottom left, holding her
one-of-a-kind diploma.)

To have to close the school
was a heavy blow for J.T. Wil-
son to bear. “He jumped too far
too fast,” as someone put it. But
an even heavier blow was the
fact that he could not repay the
money he had borrowed. A
num-ber of people lost heavily.
This grieved him and he did
every-thing he could to pay out-
stand-ing debts. Sadly, it also
cost him his position in Ander-
son as President of the Trumpet
Co. Folly—or just bad timing?
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The Historical Society of the Church of God encour-
ages members to write and publish books on a wide
variety of subjects relatmg to Church of God history.
We do not ‘advertise’ books written by any member
which do not deal with some facet of our history. The

fact that a book is noted in the Church of God Histo-
rian should not be taken as a recommendation of that
book by the editorial committee (although we reserve
the right not to note books we consider to be histori-
cally inaccurate or unfalr,).

About the Author...

Rev. Richard L. Rothman is
the younger son of the late
Robert R. Rothman and Zuda
Chambers Rothman.  His
father, Robert R.. wrote
numerous articles for the
Gospel Trumpet from 1898
until 1934, and was a part of
the “Trumpet Family™ in
Moundsville. West Virginia.
Richard’s mother was a
Church of God missionary
who served five years in
Japan. She was also a Church of God pastor in Nashville.
Tennessee at her death. Richard L. Rothman earned a BA
degree at Anderson College. BD/MDiv degree at Vanderbilt
University, an MA degree at Western Reserve University,
along with completing most requirements towards a PhD
degree. He was ordained as a Church of God minister in
1955. He was an Assistant Minister in Tennessee. and has
served as Senior Pastor in Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky. He
has been and continues to serve as an interim pastor in
Kentucky. He conducts Church of God (Anderson, Indiana)
History seminars on week-ends and during the week. He is
also available for revivals, fill-in speaking engagements,
and Bible seminars. He and his wife. Shelby Jean, have 8
children and 14 grand-children.
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Reformation Publishers
242 University Drive
P.O. Box 276
Prestonsburg, KY 41653-0276
Orders 1-800-765-2464
[nformation 606-886-7222
Fax 606-886-8222
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www reformationpublishers.com




Additional copies of this book may be secured from Warner Press, the
distributor of Anderson University Press books. To order, call toll free:
1-877-346-3974 or email to wporders@warnerpress.org
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(Continued from Page 3)
resigned to help establish the
Church of God in the City of
Anderson. He took charge of
the Brown Street congregation
after David and Mabel Hale re-
turned to Kansas in 1914 and
threw all of his rather awesome
energy and drive into establish-
ing congregations in South An-
derson and West Anderson (in-
cluding the construction of the
first two church buildings in
Anderson).

In addition, in 1917 he helped
in getting the first Park Place
Church underway and served as
its first pastor. But only for a
brief period. That same year, he
was appointed General Manager
of the Gospel Trumpet Com-
pany to replace D. Otis Teasley.
A few months later, he resigned
as pastor of Park Place.

In 1917, the Company closed
the Trumpet Home and began to
pay employees. Wilson then
established the “Spiritual Work-
ers’ Training School,” which
was located across the street in
the former Home. In 1919, this
became Anderson Bible Train-
ing School, of which he was the
founding Principal, serving until
1923, when he was replaced at
the Trumpet Company by D.W.
Patterson, who the Directors
hoped would be more conserva-
tive and responsible with the
Company’s finances.

J.T. Wilson was a major play-
er in the establishment of the
Church of God in Anderson; he
was the founder and first Princi-
pal of ABTS, which became
Anderson College; and he pro-
posed and directed the organiza-
tion of the Board of Church Ex-
tension and Home Missions.
For all his ‘warts,” he is much
too important to be forgotten in

the Church of God.
— D.E. Welch
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Many of you may not know that Historical Society team members, Dale Stultz and Douglas
Welch, are currently putting together a medium-format volume of photographs and historical
reminiscences about “Old Main.” This is not an institutional history of Anderson College,
but a looking-back-and-remembering kind of book. Fifteen to twenty individuals across the
life of ‘Old Main’ (1930-1968) are contributing memoirs, which, together with many photo-
graphs (some of which they are providing), will make up Part III of the volume. (Part I deals
with the Gospel Trumpet Home; and Part II with Anderson Bible Training School.) This
book of historical reminiscences will be unique in that it will contain hundreds of digitally-
restored photographs, many of which have never before been published in any form. The
Historical Society has joined forces with Anderson University to produce this volume, but
Stultz, Welch, and Associates are fully responsible for the format and content of the book. It
will be printed in landscape orientation and the size will be approximately 12 x 10 inches.
The cover will be full color and the photographs sepia-tone. The book will be hard-cover. We
expect to have it printed and available by mid-June, 2008.
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