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The International Dialogue on Doctrinal
[ssues is an endeavor sponsored by Anderson
University School of Theology for the purpose
of facilitating formal discussions of doctrinal
issucs among leaders of the Church of God
around the world. The Dialogue is held in
conjunction with the World Conferences of the
Church of God and is not to be confused with
the World Forum which has more of a church
strategy emphasis. The Fourth Dialogue will
be held in 1991 in Germany.

Major articles have alrecady been prepared
in anticipation of the next Dialogue which by
decision of a committee gathered in connec-
tion with the Seoul, Korca Dialogue in 1987,
will Tocus on the doctrine of sanctification.

The first article giving an historical survey
of the doctrine of sanctification in the Church
of God Reformation Movement, and written

by Kenneth E. Jones, longtime professor of

theology in Church of God colleges, was
published in Centering on Ainistry Vol. 14, No.
2 (Winter, 1988). .

Five additional articles are to be publish-
ed, each setting forth a personal view of sanc-
tification. The first of these appearing in this
issue is by Fouad Melki, pastor in Beirut,
[ebanon and President of the Mediterranean
Bible School.

The four additional ones are by Milton
Davidson, Minister of Christian Education for
seneral Assembly of the Church of God

the ( i .
V. Jacob, President of the

9 i . )
in Jamaica; P.

Coordinating Council of the Church of God
in South India; Nasser S. Farag, former
missionary from Egypt to Kenya and presently
the director of the HEART program at
Warner Southern College; and Susie Stanley,
Professor of Church History and Women’s
Studies, Western Evangelical Seminary in
Portland, Oregon and rescarcher in holiness
studies.

All six of these articles will be sent to church
leaders around the world in carly 1990 along
with the invitation for them to conduct dis-
cussions of the materials and to send 1o ys q
written  response. On the basis of these
responses, a final paper will be written in 4
attempt to reflect the worldwide discussion.
"This paper is to be distributed prior to the 199
Dialoguc and used as the basis for discussion
im Germany.

“1.(‘ [)'111'[)()5(_', of printing these articles in
Centering 1s to widen the extent ()f‘l)zll‘li(‘i])élli()n
and to stimulate local ministerial groups to
discuss the doctrine of sunc[iﬁ(:;;[i(m el
perhaps even to send a report of (he issues
raised to the Convener. Address them “l; 1)1:
Stafford, Anderson Univcrsi[y School )
Theology; Anderson, Indiana 46()12-3462

If you are missing the ¢;

of
whier issue wiy| |
' S8 1 the
article by Dr. Jones, you may requ (
copies at a cost ol fifty cents (
Also, extra copies of this

i est extra
20¢) per issue.

: Issue :
requested from the Center for Pastoral %[T l")(
' Studies

at the rate of fifty cents (50¢ :
y cents (50q) per issue.




MY UNDERSTANDING OF SANCTIFICATION

By Fouad Melki, Pastor
Beirut, [ebanon

A correct doctrine of sanctification will

help to generate a genuine experience of
holiness, and a genuine experience of

holiness will help us to understand better
the doctrine of sanctification. So this paper
will look at the subject from two angles:
theology and experience.

[ was saved at the age of fourteen, and
was baptized/filled with the Holy Spirit at
the age of cighteen, after which my life was
captivated by the Holy Spiritand used in
a wonderful way to testify to my glorious
Savior Jesus Christ in very difficult situa-
tions, in onc ol the worst spots on the
surface of the globe. Now alter 43 years
ol this experience | still feel that new
horizons of growth in holiness and
cffectiveness in the ministry are opening
up before me all the time. My testimony
is this: Life in the Spirit s a possibility.
It is a unique and marvelous expericnce
cvery Christian should seck to attain in
this present life. Nevertheless, my own

understanding and the understanding of

those who taught me in the church are not
exactly the same in regards to the mean-
ing of entire sanctification.

T'his, in brief) is how I understand sanc-
tification: Man is horn with a tendency to
sin. This tendency is variously called
“native depravity,” “indwelling sin,” ““the
carnal nature,”” ““the flesh” or Adamic
nature”” The label is not important. Sin
is there in our nature, by heredity, and we
cannot overcome it by our own power. The
Bible is clear on this point: ““I am carnal,
sold under sin . . . I know that nothing
good dwells within me, thatis, in my flesh.
I will what is right, but I cannot doit . . . |
delight in the law of God, in my inmost
self, but I'see in my members another law
at war with the law of my mind making
me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my
members. Wretched man that 1 am! Who
will deliver me from this body of death?
(Romans 7:14-24, the emphasis is mine
here and in all biblical quotations. All
references are Revised Standard Version.)

God planned two experiences for us to
go through in order for salvation from sin

to be accomplished during our life on
carth. The first experience is the ex-
perience of “‘the new birth’ or “‘regenera-
tion’” or “‘conversion’ where God im-
plants in us his nature after we accept
Christ by faith as our personal saviour.
“But to all who received him, who believ-
ed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God’” (John 1:12). By this ex-
perience we become members of the body
of Christ which is his church. This is what

Jesus meant when he said: ““Make the tree

good, and its fruit good.”” (Matthew
12:33). How do we make a tree good? We
do so by gralting into it a good nature
taken from a good tree. In that sense Jesus
1s called the second Adam because he is
the head of a new creation in which the
children of men become children of God.
Paul says: ““thus itis written, the first man
Adam became a living being; the last
Adam became alife-giving spirit’” (I Cor-
inthians 15:45). In this first experience, the
attitude which is required of the secker is
onc of repentance and faith. Many
preachers emphasize the latter and forget
the former. That is why we are having con-
versions that do not endure. Our will
should be exercised in two directions so
that we experience the new birth. Tt should
be exercised in regard to sin in repentance,
and restitution when possible, and should
be exercised in regard to Jesus by accept-
ing him by faith to create in us a clean
spirit, a spirit born from God.

The second experience is the experience
of sanctification in which God becomes
master of all aspects of our lives through
the Holy Spirit. Ttis also reached through
an attitude of consecration and faith. 1
appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may prove what is the will of God, what
is good and acceplable and perfect.” (Romans
12:1 and 2).

We notice from these verses that this



attitude 1s demanded from brothers who
arc alrcady members of God’s Church.

Many preachers emphasize the attitude of

faith and forget about the attitude of con-

secration. That is why we have claims of

the second experience that are mostly
cmotional, and do not create genuine
holiness of life.

Our will in this experience should also
be exercised i two directions. First, we
should look into all aspects of our lives and
ask honestly whether we want God to have
[ull control in every thing. The Holy Spirit
is in us since the new birth but does not
rule our lives completely. Tt is similar to
the situation of visiting in a person’s
home: you are in the person’s house, but
this does not mean that you have access
to all the places in the house, nor have the
authority to move things.and control them
as you wish. You need the consent of the
owner and his submission to you in order
to have such authority. "The same 1s true
with God. He
person’s free will which he has created. He
expects us to consecrate ourselves to him.
This consecration can be reached right

will not transgress a

understand  the
that
moment, as it happened with Charles
Finney, or it may take longer. When the

after conversion if we

requirements and meet them  at

believer reaches this attitude of consec-
ration, then he or she accepts by faith the
lordship of God through his Holy Spirit
at work in his or her life.

What is the diflerence between the two
attitudes? The attitude of repentance we

need for regenceration, and the attitude of

consecration we need for sanctification. In
the attitude of repentance, what we resent
is our sins. We feel guilty. We are under
conviction. What we are sceking s
forgiveness from God and peace of mind.
We live under the fear of death that might
usher us into the presence of God and
cternal condemnation. We long for eternal
life and acceptance by God: ““Thercfore,
since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Chrst”” (Romans 5:1). On the other hand,
in the atttude of consecration we resent
We know that
cternal life. We are not afraid ol death.

our weakness. we have

What we want is more power to overcome
sin, more joy, more courage to testify,
more cflectiveness in our ministry, and
more love. When Jesus spoke with the
disciples about the Holy Spirit before he
ascended to heaven, he did mention
forgiveness of sin or eternal life. This is
what he said: ““‘But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
you shall be I

and my witnesses 1n

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria

and to the end of the earth’ (Acts 1:8).
What are the basic requirements of a
witness for Christ? The most essential
requirement is to show the practicality of
the teaching in Christ in this life, 1.c.
peace, joy, holiness of character, love that
engenders  concern  to and  to
communicate the Gospel to others. These
things we receive when we submit to God

SCrve

and accept his lordship through his Holy
Spirit. The urge of the Christian after
conversion is to submit and accept Christ
as Lord.

Again the difference between these two
experiences is  this: In the first we
experience a change in our nature. It 18
something new. We feel clean. We feel
peace in our minds, and an unspeakable

joy because we feel accepted by God. We

get new thoughts, new dreams, and new
goals. A conversion is an experience of taking.
After a while (it might be a moment or
several years) we start feeling the need for
giving. As the author of Psalm 116:12 asks,
“What shall I render to the Lord for all
hisbounty to me? The second experience
1s an experience of giving, of submitting,
and of seeking. It is the feeling of a need
for guidance, and power to glorify the
Lord and hive for him. Then we are led
to the need for an infilling of the Holy
Spirit. As we cannot please God and buy
our salvation with acts of the flesh, we also
cannot glorify God with acts of the flesh.
It is through living in the Spirit and by
the Spirit that we can please him and
glorify him. (And, there is not any room
for boasting here.)

In brief, this is what I believe happens
during this second experience: 1 believe
that during this experience we are sanc-
tified by overcoming the tendency for sin



imbred i our nature, not by eradicating
i, Beliel that this tendency can be
: v
cradicated (what some call “‘entire sanc-
tification’

b

or “‘the uprooting of our desire
to sin’’) is very dangerous to the church.
[t makes her trust blindly those leaders
who claim this sccond experience. 1 have

had enough experience during 43 years of

ministry to warn the church to be careful
about people who claim to be fully sanc-
tfied m that sense. T know churches who lost
properties in our country because they
blindly trusted their ministers in financial
matters. | know some ministers who have
cven committed adultery and immorality,
yet claimed to have been entirely sanc-
tified. This teaching i1s dangerous not only
to the church but to the person himself.
Once | was counseling an older brother
in the church about an unforgiving spirit
that he was harbouring in his heart, and
how it was aflecting his relationship with
other brothers in the church. He looked
at me and said: ““Brother Melki, [ have
never sinned during the last thirty years
alter [ experienced entire sanctification.”’
Such a view of sanctification means bid-
ding good-bye to the blessing ol growth;
and there is no need any more to apply
I Cor. 11:28 which states that a man ought
to examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup. There is no
place in the teaching of the New "lestament
where it teaches us to relax and lean on
such an experience to the extent that we
feel that we are safe in regard to sin on
this carth. Paul is clear on this matter in
I Corinthians 9:27 where he says, ““But
I pommel my body and subdue it, lest
alter preaching to others I mysell should
be disqualified.”” Those who believe i entire
sanctification in the sense of nol sinming after this
expertence have to dilute the definition of sin. On
the other hand, Jesus did not mention
cradication of the desire for sinning when
he spoke about the baptism ol the Holy
Spirit, but about receiving power. We are
sanctificd by beimng victorious over the
tendency of sin not by eradicating it.
Romans 8:12 and 13 says, “‘So then,
brethren, we are debtors, not to the (lesh,
to live according to the flesh — for if you
live according to the flesh you will die, but

if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
ol the body you will live.”” T'his mortifica-
tion or putting to death is something to
be done daily.

Can I be perfect? Yes, of course, the Holy
Spirit provides me with all that is necessary to
overcome the flesh. 1 have no excuse to sin.
Sin is still a possibility, but it is not a must.

Yes, | do believe in moral perfection;
moral perfection is a possibility here and
now. I I can be perfect for a moment |
can aways be perfect. But I am stll free
anytime to say no to the Spirit and yes to
the flesh. An entire sanctification built on
a unique act of free will that will rid me
from the tendency to sin for ever is not
according to my experience, and has no
solid basis in the Scriptures.

I consider the time we spend on this
carth as a time ol probation to test us to
how we will use our [ree will: with God
or against God. The battle with the flesh
is present until the time of the resurrec-
tion, as Paul says in Romans 8:23-25:
““But we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
cagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption
of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. Who
hapes for what he sees? But il we hope for what
we do not see we wait for it with patience.
Again this does not mean that I have to
sin as long as [ am in this body. No, I can
overcome any temptation because ol the
Spirit that is in me. Neither do I have to
fight. Instead it 1s by faith that I can let
the Spirit do the fighting on my behalf”’
What challenges me more than anything
else to submit to the Holy Spirit is what
the Word ol God says in Galatians 5:22:
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”” How
do you bring forth fruits? Is it by fighting?
No, rather by letting the healthy, good
nature of the Spirit work and overcome
all the contrary winds and temptations
that try to destroy the hife of God that is
i me. ““But far be it from me to glory
except in the cross ol our Lord Jesus
Chnist, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world”
(Galatians 6:14). It is amazing that in the
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Dr James Farl Nassev will begin
his lve vea appomtment as Dean
of the School of Theology au the end
of the Ll semester,

Fducator, minister, and author,
Do Massey  will
seminary’s sixth Dean lollowing Dr.
Farl NMartin (1950-53), D Adam
Miller (1953-62),  Dr. Gene
Newberrv (1962.74). D Barry
Callen (1971-83) and D Jerry
Grubbs (1983-88).

Fhe semimary has abready expet

become  the

ienced several visits by Dr. Massey
to the campus throughour the fall
months. Dr. Massev will arrive on
caumpus in January.

Throughourt his career, Massey
has held key responsibilities in
cducation and church work — often
serving concurrently in demanding
POSLS,

Irom 1954 10 1976 he was senior
pastor ol the Metropolitan Clhoreh
of God in his natve  Detroit,
Michigan. In 1969, meanwhile, he
becimie Anderson University's lirst
cnmpus Minister and hegan tcach
ing part-time in the Depinrtment ol
Religious Studies

Massev resigned hoth the Detroit

pastorate and the Anderson

SEMINARY NAMES NEW DEAN

University Campus Minister posi-
tnon i 1977 when he was named
speaker for the  “"Christian
Brotherhood Hlour” international

racdio broadceast of the Church ol

God. e continued in the radio
assignment unul 1982, when he
took o full-time teaching appoint-
ment in the School of ‘Theology as
Professor ol New “lestament and
Preaching,

Massey leftthe seminary in 1981
to accept a position as Dean ol the

Chapel and University Professor ol

Religion and Society at "Tuskegee
Univasity in Alabama, He will
conclude  his responsibilities
Tuskegee i tme for him to assume
the Anderson deanship in carly
January.

A graduate  of
College, Massey  received  his
semmary  degree Oberlin
Graduate School of Theology and
an honorary doctor of divinity' from
Asbury Theological Seminary. He

Detroie Bible

from

has done additional graduate work
at Wheaton College, the University
of Michigan, Pacific School ol
Religion,  and College
Graduate School.

Author of 18 books — imcluding
three preaching textbooks that have

Boston

been  widely  used m o semmary
classrooms — Massey has publish-
cd more than 500 articles in church
magazines and scholarly journals.
He is a contributing editor to
Preaching magazine and Fatal Christ-
wmty, as well as a resource scholar
for the Chrastinty loday Insticute and
a member ol the editorial board ol
Leadenship magazine.

e currenty serves on the
boards of World Vision, Asbury

Theological - Seminary  and  the

Nass Communications Board of
the Church ol God, and has held
hoard and other leadership posi-
tions with Inter-Varsity Christian
Fellowship, Chistian Scholar’s Review,
Warner Press, Inc., the Lausanne
World  Evangel-

nuncrous other

Conmnittee  on
ization and
organizations.
Cited 1nten
volumes, Massey has been aguest
preacher and lecturer at more than
universities  and

bhiographical

100 colleges,
seminaries in the United States and
abroad, Twice he has been Visiting
Professor of Preaching at Princeton
Theological Seminary, and in 1987
he was naned Christian Educator
ol the Year by the National
Christian Education Conference.
[ormer

[e 1s married o the

Gwendolvn Kilpatrick.

Women in Ministry —
The Diaglogue Goes On

by Juanita F. Leonard, _

Associate Professor Church and Society

Farly in 1980, Jerry C Grubbs,
then l)l(';m ol the School of Theo-
logy, introduced in this 11(‘\\'.\'1‘(:1(('1'
the topic ““Women n Mimstry.” He
wits joined by . Elion ‘Trueblood,
Harold Phillips, Lillie S. McCut-
cheon, Jan Frickson-Pearson, and
Marilvn K. Henry, who spoke to
the (i\l(‘.\'(i()ll with candor and
claritv. Over the years, since the
issue was raised, the discussion has
heen vigorous. Some writers have
focused on the relationship of the
secular feminist movement and its
relationship to womnen clergy in the
Church of God, while others have

(Contonued on Page 1)



Women in Ministry —
(Continued from Page 1)
argued that the ““feminist move-
ment”” served 1o challenge  the
Church of God at us biblical
theological roots. They called the
church to imtentionally  consider
why women were not more visible
in Chorch of God pulpits and in all

the ministries of the church.

The School of Theology, in June
1989, sponsored the First Natonal
Consultation  on
Ministry and  Missions in the
10-year history of the Reformation.

Women 1

One hundred and sixty women and
men came from the United States,
Canada, Japan, and England o
celebrate, explore, and conneet with
those who share the vision,
Within the past 50 years the
Church of God has drifted away
from  the convictions  held  and
preached by the fivst generation
church leaders that  affirmed
woren’s participation i ministry.
“Cialled to Minister — Empowered
to Serve'' was chosen as  the
Consultation foci by ten women
clergy ol the Church of God. These
len women represented  the in-
clusiveness ol the church. "They
were women who had been nur-
tared in the Relormation truths and
those who came mto ““the ight”” by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Over
the years these women have raised

the questions concerning the lack of
the utilization of the giftedness of

wormen by the institutional church,
“Together they birthed and shaped
the Consultation in order that a
correction could be made as the
church looks to the 21st century.
Marie  Strong,  Bible  and
Religion Lmeritus,
Anderson University; and Willie T
Barrow,
Opceration PUSH and  Associate

Professor

Pastor of Vernon Park Church of

God, Chicago, Hlinois, passionate-
ly and poignantly challenged the

participants to look at the nature of

the call to ministry and who had
cmpowered them in the call. Strong
and Barrow reminded the church

that the message of the Church of

God, from its inception, has inter-
preted the call as that coming from
God and the Hloly Spiricempower-
g “whosoever’ without regard to
human differences of gender, race,
class, or physical conditon.
Specitic workshops  such  as

Iixccutive  Director  of

“What the Bible Says  About
Women in Ministry™ was led by
School of Theology  graduate
Sharon Clark Pearson, who pointed
out the

tension between  the

“escatological vision of the prophet

Joel, as quoted on the day of

Pentecost, (Acts) and the statements
based on propricty and conven-
tion.”” "The arguments of hierarchy
and domimance/subordination are
revealed in the ministry of Jesus
through stories. "These stories which
demonstrated a revolution in at-
ttudes and practice in s ministry,

as well as the participation ol

wornen in the carly church. (Pear-
son 89:14) "The christology Pearson
attests 1s that which Jeremias states
as “‘as unprecedented happening in
history ol that time.”
19:374).

Verda Beach, Associate Pastor,
Emerald Avenue Church ol God,
Chicago; Alice Dise,  Associate,
Vernon  Park Church  of God,
Chicago; and Susie Stanley, Pro-

(Jeremias

fessor of Church History, Western
Lvangelhical  Seminary,  and
ccumenical minister of the Church
of God, Portland Oregon led the

conlerence inan understanding of
the History ol the Empowerment of

Women Over the Past Century.
These workshops, along with those

aven on the Globa 1sion of
g the Global V |

Women, which was led by Ann
Sinth, Director of Church Rela-
tions Anderson University, enabled
participants to be renewed in the
foundational thought held by the
Church of God.

The reality of being a woman
in ministry and the confrontations
with people, who do not envision

Scripture concerning the place of

women in ministry, as the Church
of God does, has been painful. The
Consultation  spoke 1o and for
women who have been and are be-
ing persecuted for their call to
minister. Verda Beach led a panel
composed of Addie Wyaut, Billie

Jenkins, Diane Swoope. This panel

led 1 a tme ol discussion and
prayer on what and how women
carry on the task God has called
them.

Workshops dealing with the prac-
tcal issues of mimistry today focus-
ed on the mimster’s spirituality,
giftedness, and placement. Other
issues included  were  continued
preparation following the call on

i

once’s life, and mformaton on how
the Church ot God functions as an
msttution.

Praise and praver encompassed
the Consultation and was conclud-
ed with an agape meal, led by
Vivian Moore ol St. Lous and
Cynthia Woods  of Washington,
D.C.

The continuation of the dialogue
concerning the church and women
in ministry will take the form, as
recommended by the Consultation,
in the following manner: yearly
conferences at the International
Convention; a newsletter linking
women i ministry and missions, to
be published three times acyear; and
an ongoing  Consultation  every
three years.

1o enable the dialogue to be
widespread, the Consultation
veceived the book Called to Minister

Empowered to Serve. 'T'he manu-
script had been written by Church
ol God women on the various issucs
confronting the question of women
i ministry. ‘This resource will serve
the church as it looks to the ongo-
ing preparation of women in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The pro-
ceeds from the publication will go
toward a scholarship in the School
of "Theology for women. "lo obtain
a copy of the book, you may write
to the Center for Pastoral Studies,
Anderson University, School ol
Warner
Anderson, Indiana.

Theology, or Press,

* % K K
Merle D). Strege, Fditor
. Michael Eastman, Director of
Alumni Relations

T'he Serinary “loday ts published by
Anderson School of Theology and the
Unwersity  Offwce  of
Publications.

Anderson
All  correspondence
should be sent to:

L. Michael lastman

Director of Alumni Relations

Anderson Unwersity

Anderson, IN 46012-3452
* K K K
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The Excitement of Church History:
A Personal Reflection

by Walter Froese, Assoctate Professor of Church History

As we study, learn, and teach
here at the seminary, inany students
and faculty members attempt to
exemplify not only the Christian
spirit of past heroes and heroines,

but also the scholarly concerns of

today’s  generation. Our  carly
Church of God leaders modeled the
virtues of redemption, holiness, and
unity as norms in their age; and
most of us atempt to pursue the
same qualities in our time. A con-
tinuing issue that constantly sparks
heated discussion among us is the
problem of our unique role in the
ongoing life of a vibrant Christ-
ianity. Another way of saying what
I mean is how can truth be under-
stootd, explained, and practiced so
that 1t enriches the worldview, life,
and faith in which we participate.

As a church historian, I am very
aware ol developments that happen

auwtomatically with the passing of

time, the emergence of new ideas,
and  the leadership ol different
people. We live in a world of con-

stant change in which knowledge of

the past can greatly enrich our
sojourn towards the future. What
becomes increasingly important is
not only to note what is happening
in this process but also to determine
why these  developments  occur.
Many perceptive people would say
that m our modern, rapidly
changing world we quickly become

confused by the normal range of

impressions unless we can explain
their causes and clfects. In order to
retain self=respect and integrity we
should be able o explain and
discuss  meaninglully our ex-
periences and views even though
they also are developing along with
all other vibrant entities.

In additon to the awareness of

constant change in all of life, 1 am
further impressed by the influences
of past great thinkers and earlier
momentous events. ‘lo appreciate
such  contributions properly, we
should understand them in their
time, discover the elements relevant
for our concerns, and utilize the
stimulation they provide for an
enriched future. All this demands
hard work in our rescarch, reflec-
tons, and planning. The Apostle
Paul’s understanding  of Christ-
1anity was meaninglully related to
his practical work and missionary

hope. The medieval monk’s life of

prayer and study was closely related
to the slow process of the spreading
ol Christianity  among the
Germanic peoples. The  reform
writings ol John Calvin at Geneva
were significantly related to the
growing respect for biblical scholar-
ship and an increasing awareness
that humans are to serve the glory
of God. Daniel 8. Warner’s call for
unity was integrately related 1o his
leadership out of sectarianism and
a continuing openness into further
tuths. And even we in our day
hopefully  grapple meaningfully

with such ideas as the gospels of

health, wealth, and stealth so that
we know the contents and implica-
tions of our views and actions.

In the study of history we seem
to be concerned about definite
that can no longer be
changed. However, the  past
becomes alive and experiences a
kind ol resurrection when  the
“spiritual elements of history, such
as its meaning  and  current
relevance come into view. Then the
“knowledge of the past”” hecomes
a “‘preparation towards the future.”’

I the past implies something
])2155(“ , hixed, and unalterable, then
SUZEESIS  OPenness,

“Hacts™

the  future

il

freedom, and possibilities. Tow-
cever, for finite humans the future
has boundaries and limits tied to
our capabilities and  knowledge.
The past can mean achievements
and  failures, clear and  delinite
verdicts, but the future  always
permits hope and new beginnings.

The appeal of the future is
precisely its ““not-yetness”” and its
invitation to put the knowledge
from the past into practice.
Menal “constructs” can become
actual products. Dreams and plans
can  become  real achievements.
Hope can provide cenergies to
change a desperate situation into
concrete improvements. The open
future appears as a luring void 1o
be filled. Hopefully, we live and
develop with as sound an awareness
of life and growth as our past can
provide.

The Christian historian can fully
mvestigate the past and need not
fear any  possibly  discouraging
knowledge, and he can boldly look
towards the future and trust in its
goodness because the God  who
acted in history will also be present
in times (o come. The faith of the
believer “‘knows’™ this and, by
applying this  faith, makes 1t
conerete.

As a church historian 1 am
becoming increasingly aware of our
individual insignificance 1 the
developments of history, as well as
of our personal importance for pro-
motion of the good. Christianity,
not only exists as a reality on ths
carth, but it also points towards *‘a
new heaven and a new carth.”’
Many people would criticize the
past ideas and current conditions of
the Christian church as very
ambiguous  and  extremely
problematical, but I rejoice in such
an awareness about the complexity
of real life since it urges me 1o
continue to study, dialogue, and
hopefully become more wise. 1 want
to recognize honestly the problems
we encounter. | take comfort from
the little T know, refuse to despair
about the lot 1 do not know, and
delight in the future possibilities of
the Christian life.
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Reconciliation - A Study of Paul’s
Mrtin,
Zondervan Publishing Co., 1989

Theology, Ly Ralph P

Before asstming his presem posi-
non on the faculty ol Biblical
Studies ar the University  of
Shefhield, England, Ralph Martin
was Professor of New “lestiinent
and Divector of Graduate Studies
at Faller Theological Semimary.

The designation A Study of
Paul’s Theology’™ 1s somewhat
misleading, since the book, in the
author’s own words, ™ does not
aspire a0 give a full coverage of
Paudine theology. Instead it has
tied to identily, isolate and discuss
asigle theme, reconciliation in s
different uses by Paul and his
lollowers. "T'he suggestion is made
that this one termis a sullicient uim-
brellacto accommodate the leading
aspects of Paul’s main thinking, but
no attempt has been made 1o work
out this thesis),” At the same time,
Martin does attempt 1o establish
“reconcliation” as  the single
umfying  principle or center of

Paul’s proclamation and theology.

Not all readers will he convineed ol

this thesis; some will feel that the
theme of justification by laith (or,
more  specifically,  the Christian
good news as the power of God for
sibvinion through Faith in Chirist)
may be more accurately cited as the
center or primary theme of Paul’s
teaching, Certainly, inany case, the
theme of “reconciliation” 1s one
major concept in the  Pauline
writings, particularly when their
locus is on the human need for right
relationship to Giod,

‘I he book mmchides four major

secnons, and o postseript” con-

— BOOK REVIEW —

Gene Muller, Associate Professor of New lestament,
School of Theology, Anderson University

taiming the author’s response to
some reviewers, an appendix; notes,
select bibliography and indexes.
flaving all the referenced notes
placed rogether at the back ol the
volume s sometimes frustrating
and inconvenient lor the reader.
Since the book focuses specilical-
ly on the theme of reconciliation, it
does not attempt 1o offer, says
Marun, “acgeneralizing summary
ol a lot of texts)” but can instead
deal in more depth with “*a few key
passages’” from  the Pauline
writings. Most ol these key passages
are Irom Corinthians, Colossians,
Romans, and Ephesians, One may
wonder why the author included a
major section on material from
iphesians, since he deseribes hroas
a “acranseript ol carly Christian
praise oflered 1o "Christ exalted in

)

his church! 7 indicates that it olters

a new sl upon  Paul’s
teaching”” and suggests that it was
written by a “‘Chrisuan disciple
(who) has to remterpret Paul’s
"(158-159, 166).

Martin’s characterization of the

gospel

thrust of Paul’s iessage ol recon-
ciliation in specilic situations s
mteresiing and helpful. He suggests
Cormth  Paul’s

that special

[T T IR e sk,
reconcithation focus was o

renewed call to them to leave their

hostile disposition and suspicions of

both his message and his ministry
and accept his proffered reconcilia-
ton .7 (po 92). In Colossians,
against the background of alien and
crroncous philosophies which were
making serious inroads there, Paul
urged Christians to return and hold
fast to the apostolic message, n
locuses on

which  reconciliation

iv

restoration ol personal relation-
ships, the absolute preemimence ol
Christ in the universe and in the
church, and his sacrifice as the only
truly reconciling act in behall of
humanity. In Romans; according o
Martin, the concept of reconcilia-
tion is sharply centered on the
Christian good news ol God’s way
ol bringing reconciliation  hoth
“horizontally™ — among people
(especially  Israel  and  the
“nations™) — and “vertically’’
between God and human beings.

Martin  sees  reconctliation
Ephesians as primarily related 1o
the issue of unity in the body of
Christ, particularly berween Jew
and  non-Jew. The author of
Martin

approaches reconciliinion in this

Fiphesians, believes,

contexr by showing how the
“cosmic peace’” or reconciliation
which has been brought about by
God through Christ is also intend-
cd o eflect reconciliation between
and/or among alienated  persons
and groups.

In the final section ol the book,
“Variations on a Theme,"” Martin
compares the teachings of Jesus and
Paul

Much ol the material in this section

regarding  reconctliation,
is extrancous (0 his subject (c.g.,
several pages on  the use of
“Father™ and “abba’’); he does
show some interesting relationships
between Paul’s concepts ol recon-
ciliation and those ol Jesus.
Overall, the book olfers some
vaduable background for under-
standing,  proclaiming,  and
teaching the concgpr of recondilia-
Pauline

ton m some ol ahe

wriings.



list of the fruits of the Spirit, there is
nothing said about miracles and tongues
or any other sign. If one has the fruits after
the baptism of the Spirit one should not
care much about signs. 1 believe that one
of the greatest miracles on earth is that of
a person being born of the Spirit and filled
and controlled by the Spirit. The greatest
blessing a church can experience is the gift
of such persons. T insist that every believer
must have this second experience in order
for us to have a strong church.

Finally, let me say something about the
place of the Word of God in the process
of sanctification. In my experience of sanc-
tification the Bible played a great part. |
was 14 when | started reading the Bible.
[ have read it 66 times. It feeds me with
the thoughts of God. It saturates my mind
with His words. It leaves no room for the
thoughts of evil. The Holy Spirit uses it
at the right moment, in the right place to
lead me to know what to do and how to
pray. The Word of God helps me to grow
in holiness because it opens before me
more and more new areas of holiness. It
challenges me to ask for more while the
Holy Spirit helps me to accomplish what
the Word of God shows me. It 1s hke
climbing mountains. [ believe in growth.
[t 1s part of our human nature to grow in
knowledge, holiness, love, joy and service
as revealed in the following verses:

“And may the Lord make you mcrease

and abound in love to one another,

and to all men, as we do to you.” (1

Thessalonians 3:12).

“‘And indeed you do love all brethren

throughout Macedonia. But we

exhort you brethren, to do so more and

more (1 Thessalonians 4:10).

““We are bound to give thanks to God

always for you, brethren, as is fitting,

because your faith is growing abun-
dantly, and the love of every one of

you for one another is increasing’” (11

Thessalonians 1:3).

A doctrine of holiness which prevents
gl'()wlh 15 ot zl('(‘()rding to our nature, nor
1s backed by the Word of God.

Some questions remain to be asked at
the end of this paper. If we believe in entire

sanctification and the uprooting of the de-
sire for sinning, how did Peter [all low to
the extent that Paul opposed him “*to his
face’ in Antioch and accused him of hypo-
crisy? From where did that sin originate?

If 1t 1s the case that alter entire sanctif-
cation, sin in the believer originates in the
free will as 1t did 1in the first Adam, then
in order to be redeemed again, Jesus
would have to be crucified again.

If we teach entire sanctification and sull
believe in the possibility of sin, why do we
use the word “‘entire””? What do we mean
by it if we don’t mean infallibility?

If we believe that we can reach a situa-
tion in this body, on this earth, where we
cannot sin any more, then there 1s no need
for the resurrection and change of bodies
since they have been sanctified in a way
to harmonize with the spiritual nature im-
planted in us at conversion. In other
words, 11" this present body is rid of the
desire for sin forever, then what is the dif-
ference between this body and the body
God will offer us in the resurrection?

What do we say about the many warn-
ings of the apostles to watch ourselves con-
stantly regarding sin as long as we are in
this body? (Romans 13:11-14; Gal. 5:13-16;
Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Thess. 5:1-10; 1 Tim. 4:16;
IT Thm. 3:26; James 5:13-16; | Pet. 1:17,
Phil. 2:12).

FFurthermore, the Bible 1s clear that
what we experience now of the Holy Spirit
1s a foretaste that will usher us someday
into an overwhelming supernatural life in
a resurrected body with our Lord Jesus
Christ forever. T quote from 11 Corinthians
1:21 and 22: “*But it is God who establishes
us with you in Christ, and has commis-
stoned us; he has put his scal upon us and
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantec.”” Ephesians 1113 and 14 shows
that having believed, we ““were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, which is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it to the praise of his glory.”’
What is a guarantee? It s a first payment
on a contract promising more. 1t is a first
payment ol the same kind of what we are
going to receive afterwards in abundance.
[t guarantees our inheritance which is the
redemption of our bodies (I Peter 1:3-7).
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BNT 100
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
(5.0 CEUs, $10.00)

The book ““John” by RVG.
Tasker is used for this course. This
study will assist the student in gain-
ing a better understanding of the
significance and vital message of this
divinely-inspired account of the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ as seen
through the eyes of John. This course
is accompanied by one cassette tape.
This course was prepared by Dr.
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT
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The book ““Growing Faith’ by
Bruce P. Powers is used for this
course. This study i1s a journey into
the nature of Christian discipleship
— how you get it, how you live it, and
how to pass it on. The course was .
prepared by John Aukerman, School
ol Theology.
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